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5th Grade News
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General Information

· WASHINGTON, D.C. Field Trip – A big thanks to everybody for making the enormous task of receipting funds for this trip easier by adhering to the payment schedule.
Please note the second payment date for students and chaperones is December 9th.  
· Dress in Layers – The fifth grade team has decided that wearing large heavy winter coats during instruction will not be allowed. We understand that as the weather gets colder the temperature inside can vary greatly. A sweater or sweatshirt is highly recommended in the event a student may feel the need to get warm.
· Math Parents Newsletters and Videos are attached to this newsletter.  We are excited to share this excellent resource with you.  You will find information about which Common Core standards we are working on, essential vocabulary, and video links to help you to support your child at home.
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Mark Your Calendars

Wednesday , December 8th 
Progress Reports go home
Tuesday, December 9th 

Second DC Payment due

($51 for Chaperones)

Friday, December 19th 
Last Day before Winter Break

December 20th - January 4th 

Holiday Break

Monday, January 5th 

School Resumes



	What We Are Learning

Literacy

· Reading – We will continue our unit on expository text. We will analyze multiple accounts on the same topic by comparing and contrasting the overall text structure, ideas and concepts and noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. Students will practice citing evidence directly from text when explaining and drawing inferences from the text.
· Homework & Agenda - Your student will have homework in literacy from time to time, but is always expected to read 120 minutes per week.  We need parents to sign the agenda, so we know that your child is reading at home.  
· Writing – We will continue to learn about writing opinion pieces that clearly state an opinion and logically present ideas and reasons supported by facts. Students will begin drafting their own persuasive essay.
Math

· All classes will conclude their Geometry units. Students will begin multiplying decimal numbers by whole numbers and decimal numbers by decimal numbers followed by division. 

The focus will be on using concrete models, drawings and other strategies based on place value to build understanding not just traditional algorithms.
Science / Social Studies
Beginning Monday, December 8th classes will change their unit of study.
· Miss Fischer’s Class will study the American Revolution with Ms. Queen
· Ms. Peter’s Class will study Force and Motion with Miss Swann
· Miss Swann’s will study the American Revolution with Ms. Peters
· Mr. B’s Class will study the American Revolution
· Mrs. Queen’s Class will study Weather Systems with Miss Fischer
**Each science unit will have an assessment at the end.  Help your child to develop good study habits, by going over their science notebook each night.**
	Supply of the Month

Paper Towels

	
	


 The following newsletters were created by WCPSS to serve as an overview of the units of study as you work to support your child at home. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. I appreciate your on-going support.
	Unit Name: 

Multiplying Decimals

	Common Core State Standards:

5.NBT.7  Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used.

	Essential Vocabulary:

· area model                   regroup
· number line                 grids
· base ten blocks

	Unit Overview:

Multiplication methods used with whole numbers will also be used with decimals.   Students will focus on concrete models and pictorial representations, rather than relying solely on the algorithm. Students will multiply tenths with tenths and tenths with hundredths, but they need not multiply hundredths with hundredths. Students should be able to explain the placement of the decimal point in products.   Students will be expected to explain that “the number of decimal places in the product is the sum of the number of decimal places in each factor.”  


	Strategies/Skills:

Students will use grids, area models, number lines, and base ten blocks to multiply decimals by whole numbers as well as decimals by decimals.  Students will use these models to explain their reasoning and correctly place the decimal point in the product.

· Grids , Area Models, Number Lines, Base Ten Blocks

	Video Support:

Video support can be found on The WCPSS Academics YouTube Channel.

· http://tinyurl.com/WCPSSAcademicsYouTube   
· ES 5 Math Decimal X Whole Number w/Grids
· ES 5 Math Decimal X Whole Number w/Grids Video 2
· ES 5 Math Decimal X Whole with Number Lines
· ES 5 Math Decimal X Whole with Number Lines Video 2 

· ES 5 Math Decimal X Decimal w/ Area Model 

· ES 5 Math Decimal X Decimal w/ Base Ten Blocks 

· ES 5 Math Decimal X Decimal w/ Number Lines


	Strategies/Skills:

Students will use grids, number lines, and base ten blocks to divide numbers with decimals.  The focus for students is the conceptual understanding; not the formal algorithm.   The Common Core requires students to connect their understanding to concrete models or drawings.  Students will also use estimation strategies to determine if their answers make sense.  
· Grids, Number Lines, Base Ten Blocks, Area Model, Estimation

	Video Support: Video support can be found on The WCPSS Academics YouTube Channel.
· http://tinyurl.com/WCPSSAcademicsYouTube   
· ES 5 Math Decimal divided by Whole with Grids 

· ES 5 Math Decimal divided by Whole w/ Number Lines
· ES 5 Math Decimal divided by Whole w/ Base Ten Blocks
· ES 5 Math Whole divided by Decimal s/ Base Ten Blocks
· ES 5 Math Whole divided by Decimal with Grids
· ES 5 Math Decimal divided by Decimals w/ Number Lines
· ES 5 Math Decimal divided by Decimals with Grids

	Additional Resources: If you have limited/no internet access, please contact your child’s teacher for hard copies of the resources listed in this document. 
NCDPI Unpacking Document:  5th Grade Unpacking Document


	








